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EVALUATION OF COUNTIES FOR METRIBUZIN RETROSPECTIVE FIELD STUDIES

1.

CHEMICAL:

Chemical name:

4-Amino-6-(1,1-dimethylethyl)-3~(methylthio)-
1,2,4-triazin-5(4H)-one

Common .name: Metribuzin
Trade name: SENCOR
Structure: o
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TEST MATERTAL:

N.AI

STUDY/ACTION TYPE:

Selection of counties for a potato retrospective field
study required of registrants of metribuzin.

STUDY IDENTIFICATION:

Registrations ,
Research and Development
Mobay Corporation
P.O. Box 4913
Hawthorn Road
Kansas City, MO 64120-0013
Identifying No: 3125-270
Issue Date: 9/24/87
Record No: 203831 .
Accession No: Not given -

REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY:

Matthew N. Lorber, Actingbfeam Leader

-Ground Water Team, EAB/HED_

CONCLUSIONS:

"From this list and a megtihg with Mobay on 9/23/87, two

Title: letter from J.S. Thornton to R.J. Taylor dated
- 9/17/87 and two attachments: potato counties and
SENCOR sales in these counties, and 24 priority
- counties from this list selected based on potato
: acreage and SENCOR sales.
Author: J.S. Thornton, Manager
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counties from which a potato site could be selected from
were chosen: Langlade or Portage counties, Wisconsin.
Additional decisions reached in that meeting include:

1. Three metabolites, DA, DK, DADK, will be analyzed in
addition to parent metribuzin in the soil and water
samples.

2. Limit of detection for metribuzin would be 1 ppb in water
and 10 ppb in soil. Similar limits of detection would
be attempted for the three metabolites, although similar
levels would not be guaranteed.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Inform the registrants of these three decisions: choice of

. a potato county, inclusion of 3 metabolites in the sampling,

and agreement on limits of detections.

BACKGROUND

The Registration Standard for Metribuzin, issued June 1985,
contained a requirement for ground water monitoring studies.
However, the requirement for a submission by the registrant
was made contingent upon transmission of information from
EPA to the registrant: "Notification of types of studies
required and sites to be tested (Agency is in process of
determining types of studies and test sites), by means of

. an amendment to the standard 3 months of issuance of the

standard."™ .

The Ground Water Team sent guidance on a proposed design for

a ground water monitoring study to the Product Manager for
metribuzin in June of 1986 (memo dated 6/26/86). However, the
memo was lost in the system, as a casual check with the Product
Manager in November of 1986 indicated that no memo had been re-
ceived, and that guidance had not been sent to the Registrant.
At that time, guidance was resubmitted to the Product Manager,
who then sent it to the Registrant in a letter dated 12/3/86.

In January of 1987, the Registrant sent the Product Manager a
letter (1/27/87) indicating that they felt the proposed study
design resembled the National Pesticide Survey, and that an
effort of theirs may be redundant. This letter did not reach
the Ground Water Team until June of 1987 (i.e., no data review

. of the letter has ever been transmitted). 1In response to that

letter, the Ground Water Team provided guidance to the Product
Manager on a different study design to fulfill the requirement
of the June 1985 Registration Standard.. - The Product Manager
passed that information on. From that time, EPA and Mobay
have been jointly working on study design and selectlon of
counties for locating retrospectlve field sites.
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Ron Chrlstcoher (816) 242-2123
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Box 4é13 Hawthormi Road, Kansas'City; m, 64120 T |LesTE °’J‘;\fs" SuBMIssION

BRIEF SUMMARY OF CONV ERSATION

Val Clay-and ‘Ron Chrlstorpher vlsz.ted members of ‘the Ground Water Team to dlSCL’lSS
details of EPA's requ:.rement of' Mobay to perform retrosoectlve f:.eld studies for
metrzl:uzm.' : ..

ACTION TAKEN OR RECOMMENDED

2) ;, lelt '.f._idetectlon for n‘etrlbuzm would be 1 ppb in water and 10 pob for ,
© i sodletsimilar liiits of detéction would be. sought- for the three metabol:Ltes,
L although Jmi vels a.re not currently guaranteed

: 3) Tomcn.ty data would‘be'obtamed from tﬁe Tox Branch = J_ eL, tbe metrlbuz:m
. . ~onexliner .would-be:cbtained. .It data on the orie-liner was msuf 1c1ent, ’
L tben Mobay wouldbe contacted for fl’lllng in the gaps. _ T

- 4) "Ihe mJ.nor use s:Lte, potatoes, would be evaluated with an approorlate
» fJ.eld s:.te :Ln Langlade or - Portage Countles, Wlsconsm -

. 5) Robe.rt Taylor OF° the Reglstratlon D1v1s:.on would :anedlately wr:l.te a letter
: +to Mobay indicating the approprlateness of Langlade or Portage counties
- for locating d-potatoe field, site. .The letter would also indicate the- )
O .approprlateness of:the’ 11m1ts"'of detectlon for metr:Lbuz:Ln, and the’inclusion
‘v’of the- other three‘analytes 311 H’le analys:Ls of SOll and water samples. T
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